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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1880. 


A.  B.  PARKER, 


WM.  F.  GUILD, 


H.  F.  BULLARD, 

Treasurer. 
ISAAC  FISKE, 


Town  Clerk. 
C.  C.  SEWALL. 

Selectmen. 
G.  W.  KINGSBURY, 

Assessors. 
HAMLET  WIGHT, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 
G.  W.  KINGSBURY, 

Collector. 


WM.  F.  GUILD. 


WM.  S.  TILDEN. 


A.  E.  MASON. 


Auditor. 


M.  H.  JOHNSON,      PHILIP  MATHEWSON. 

Constables. 


H.  F.  BULLARD, 

BENNETT  WILSON, 


CHARLES  HAMANT, 
GEORGE  D.  HAMANT. 


School  Committee. 
J.  B.  HALE,  Term  expires  1881. 

WM.  S.  TILDEN,         "  "        1881. 

WM.  F.  GUILD,  "  "        1882. 


HAMLET  WIGHT, 

C.  H.  RUSSELL, 


Highway  Surveyors. 

J.  G.  WIGHT, 
CHARLES  DUNN, 


G.  W.  KINGSBURY, 
J.  H.  BRIGHAM. 


Board  of  Health. 
Dr.  J.  H.  RICHARDSON,  D.  D.  CURTIS, 

Trustees  of  Public  Library. 
ISAAC  FISKE,  Term  expires  1883. 

GEORGE  CUMMINGS,       "  «        1881. 

J.  H.  RICHARDSON,  "  "         1882. 


J.  H.  GOULD. 


HAMLET  WIGHT, 


A.  B.  PARKER, 


Trustees  of  School  Fund. 
S.  J.  SPEAR, 

Sexton. 
A.  B.  PARKER. 

Cemetery  Committee. 
G.  W.  KINGSBURY, 


J.  H.  BAKER. 


WM.  F.  GUILD. 


H.  F.  BULLARD. 


Fence  Viewers. 
JAMES  M.  HEWINS,     PHILIP  MATHEWSON, 

Field  Drivers. 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  Jr.,      CHARLES  BOOTH,      A.  D.  KINGSBURY, 

LESTER  C.  BULLARD,     JOHN  T.  BULLARD,    WARREN  H.  ADAMS, 

EUGENE  BONNEY. 

Pound  Keeper. 
GEORGE  D.  HAMANT. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  SELECTMEN. 

Engineer. 
F.  E.  MASON. 

Weighers. 
T.  L.  BARNEY,  JOHN  ORD,  Jr. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
T.  L.  BARNEY. 


H.  F.  BULLARD, 


Truant  Officers. 
A.  E.  MASON, 


GEO.  D.  HAMANT. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of   Medfield    present,  the   following  Report  of 

Receipts    and    Expenditures    for   the    year   ending    January   31, 

1881  :  — 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  in  Treasury  Feb.  1,  1880, $3,253.20 

in  full  for  Tax  of  1878, ^S^1 

in  full  for  Interest  of  1878, 90.18 

on  Tax  for  1879, 1,275.00 


»o, 


on  Tax  for  1880,  .  . 
Corporation  Tax,  1880, 
National  Bank  Tax,  i8i 

State  Aid  Tax, 

Interest  on  State  School  Fund,  .... 
Interest  on  Town  School  Fund,      .     .     . 

Dog  Tax  for  1880, 

Overseers  of  Poor, 

Rent  of  Stores, 

Rent  of  Hall, 

Borrowed  from  School  Fund,      .... 

Pedler's  License, 

Globes  and  Chimneys  from  Town  House, 


7,175.00 
840.06 

633-74 
250.90 
170.19 
228.11 
129.50 
789.89 
456.06 
157.00 

375-00 
6.00 
4.12 

$i5>939-26 


EXPENDITURES. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

C.  C.  Sewall,  services  as  Clerk, 

.     .          $30.00 

A.  B.  Parker, 

"         "  Selectman,  .... 

•     •            75-°° 

G.  W.  Kingsbury, 

(                 C(                 (1 

.     .            50.00 

Wm.  F.  Guild, 

i             it             a 

.     .            50.00 

Wm.  F.  Guild, 

1         "  Assessor, 

.     .            30.00 

Hamlet  Wight, 

'd  forward, 

24.00 

Amount  carri 

.     .        $259.00 
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Amount  brought  forward,    . 
Wm.  S.  Tilden,  services  as  Assessor, 
H.  F.  Bullard,       " 
G.  W.  Kingsbury,  " 
A.  E.  Mason, 
M.  H.  Johnson,    " 
M.  H.  Johnson,    " 
J.  B.  Hale, 
J.  B.  Hale, 
Wm.  S.  Tilden,     " 
James  Hewins,     " 
Geo.  R.  Keyes,    " 
Wm.  Ryan,  " 


Overseer  of  Poor, 


"  Collector,  1878,  in  full, 
"         "  1879,  in  Part> 

"  Auditor,  1879,       •     •     • 
"  School  Committee,  1879, 
1879, 
1879, 
"  Police,  1879,    .... 


ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 


For  the  year  1878, 
For  the  year  1879, 
For  the  year  1880, 


J.  S.  Burns,  .... 
C.  N.  Bentley,  .  .  . 
H.  F.  Sylvester,  .  .  . 
Miss  S.  J.  Woods,  .  . 
Miss  M.  B.  A.  Wight,  . 
Miss  L.  D.  Richards,  . 
Miss  E.  Bowers,  .  .  . 
Mrs.  M.  B.  A.  W.  Dunn, 
F.  B.  Hall,  .... 
S.  N.  Bentley,  .  .  . 
John  Ord,  Jr.,      .     .     . 


SCHOOLS. 


CARE  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES,  FUEL,  ETC. 

A.  E.  Mason,  wood-cutting,  etc.,  North, 

M.  B.  H.  Bishop,  wood-cutting,  etc.,  North,     .     .     . 

W.  E.  Newell,  care  North, 

Mrs.  J.  McGroury,  cleaning  North, 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$259.00 
32.00 
30.00 
15.00 
25.00 

2.24 
60.00 

5.00 
60.00 
15.00 
20.00 

7.00 

7.00 

$537-24 


$7-03 
87.47 
10.09 

$104.59 


$162.00 
838.00 
198.00 

i35-°° 

342.00 

225.00 

99.00 

99.00 

72.00 

144.00 

55-3Q 

$2,369.30 

$36.00 

2.00 

16.95 

2.30 


*57-25 
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Amount  brought  forward, #57-25 

John  Old,  care  and  cleaning  Centre, I][3-50 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal,  Centre, 136.00 

G.  M.  Gilmore,  care  South, 20.25 

Win.  F.  Guild,  wood-cutting,  etc.,  South, 24.25 

£35i-25 

Amount  in  Treasury  for  Schools,  Feb.  1,  1880,    .     .     .  $934.87 

Appropriation  by  Town, 2,400.00 

Income  from  State  School  Fund, 170.19 

Income  from  Town  School  Fund, 228.11 

Expended  for  Schools, 2,720.55 

Balance  in  Treasury  to  credit  of  Schools,  Feb.  1,  1881,  $1,012.62 

REPAIRS  AND  FURNISHING. 

J.  B.  Hale,  school  supplies, $50.96 

J.  B.  Hale,  exchange  of  arithmetics, 36.44 

J.  B.  Hale,  exchange  of  geographies, 18.00 

Language  Lessons, 1.00 

A.  E.  Mason,  supplies, 2.65 

Isaac  Fiske,  supplies, 7.41 

C.  T.  Frost,  labor  and  stock,  well  at  Centre,    ....  24.10 

School  Committee,  supplies, 16.77 

James  Ord,  repairing  desks,  Centre, 1.75 

S.  J.  Spear,  printing, 12.00 

D.  Hoisington,  repairs  on  pump,  Centre, 6.50 

Gardner  Chilson  Estate,  furnace  grate,  Centre,    .     .     .  8.00 

N.  F.  Harding,  stock  and  repairs,  Centre, 2I-39 

Parker's  Express, 2.75 

T.  L.  Barney,  thermometer,  North, .62 

$210.34 
HIGHWAYS. 

J.  G.  Wight, $190.00 

Hamlet  Wight, 184.77 

Charles  Dunn, 183.00 

Charles  H.  Russell, 200.40 

J.  H.  Brigham, 155.01 

G.  W.  Kingsbury, 204.69 

$1,117.87 
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BRIDGES. 

N.  F.  Harding,  plank, $48.02 

EXTENSION  OF  PLEASANT  STREET. 

Heirs  of  James  Hewins,  land  damage, $65.00 

J.  H.  Brigham,  grading, 140.00 

$205.00 

Balance  of  Appropriation  unexpended, $95.00 

CLEARING  ROADS  OF  SNOW. 

J.  H.  Brigham, $5.96 

J.  D.  Tufts, 4.80 

Jerry  Johnston, 6.60 

H.  G.  Crosby,. 5-75 

$23.11 
MILITARY  AID  TO  PENSIONERS. 

C.  D.  Strang, $54.00 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Knapp, 38.00 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Howard, 48.00 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Kingsbury, 48.00 

$188.00 

MILITARY  ATD  TO  INDIGENT  SOLDIERS. 

A.  H.  Wiley, $16.00 

E.  G.  Babcock, 78.00 

$94.00 

TOWN-HOUSE  EXPENSES. 

George  W.  Myers,  window  for  vestibule, $25.00 

George  W.  Myers,  repairs  on  vestibule,  $134.33  ;  chim- 
ney tops,  etc.,  $52.23, 186.56 

Johnson  Bros.,  care,  $84.00;  oil,  $12.80, 96.80 

N.  F.  Harding,  bookcase  for  safe  vault,  etc.,    ....  16.45 
R.  Hollings  &  Co.,  chandelier  and  rebronzing  chande- 
liers,    168.80 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal, 45-oo 

D.  Hoisington,  stove  for  lock-up, 11.00 

G.  M.  Smith,  floor  brushes, 6.00 

Wm.  Ryan,  blacksmithing, .55 

Parker's  Express, 2.75 

$558.91 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

B.  F.  Crehore,  Treasurer,  services  of  engine-men,     .     .  $221.08 

Charles  E.  Hale,  Treasurer,  services  of  H.  &:  L.  men,  .  122.50 

Win.  Ryan,  services  as  fireman,  six  months,     ....  3.50 

W.  A.  Coolidge,  services  as  fireman,  eight  months,   .     .  4.67 

H.  M.  Parker,  six  men  watching  fire, 4.50 

H.  M.  Parker,  horse  and  wagon  to  fires, 2.00 

H.  M.  Parker,  extinguisher,  charges,  dusters,  lamps,  etc.,  16.40 

H.  M.  Parker,  express  charges, 1.30 

K.  T.  Everett,  services  as  steward, 9.00 

E.  T.  Everett,  oil  furnished, .40 

James  E.  Pettis,  services  as  steward, 2.25 

James  E.  Pettis,  grate  for  stove, .90 

Bishop  Bros.,  extension  ladder, 24.00 

Fred.  M.  Smith,  painting  ladders, 6.25 

James  Ord,  lamps  and  coal-hod, 2.70 

J.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  engine  pole,  and  painting  rakes,      .  3.00 

H.  G.  Crosby,  services  with  team, 10.00 

Isaac  Fiske,  supplies, 8.75 

T.  L.  Barney,  steel  rakes,  etc., 5.50 

Wm.  Ryan,  hanging  bell  on  truck, 1.25 

$449-95 

Pauper  expenses  at  Almshouse,  paid  by  Treasurer,  .     .  $1,642.79 

Pauper  expenses  out  of  Almshouse,  paid  by  Treasurer,  672.98 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Trustees,  as  per  vote  of  town, $200.00 

NOTES. 

Adeline  C.  Ross,  in  full, $100.00 

Benjamin  Chenery,  in  full, 1,250.00 

Clarissa  Wight  Estate,  in  full, 100.00 

F.  D.  Ellis, 500.00 

Cynthia  M.  Clark, 25.00 

$i,975-QO 

INTEREST. 

Cynthia  M.  Clark, $5.34 

F.  D.  Ellis, 137.25 

Clarissa  Wight, 6.05 

Adeline  C.  Ross, 12.06 

Chaterine  Hartshorn, 4.50 

Amount  carried  forward, $165.20 
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Amount  brought  forward, _,     .  $165.20 

Eunice  H.  Chenery,  estate  balance  annuity,       ....  40.00 

Benjamin  Chenery, 50.40 

Polly  Russell,        24.00 

R.  E.  Sherman, 10.50 

Trustees  of  School  Fund, 149.41 

$439-5 x 
INCIDENTALS. 

Insurance  on  library, $12.50 

J.  B.  Hale,  procuring  teachers,  making  list  of   scholars, 

and  postage, n.o5 

A.  B.  Parker,  1  sail  cloth  and  covers  for  coffin-rests,       .  10.25 

S.  J.  Spear,  printing  deeds  and  tax-bills, 8.50 

W.  S.  Tilden,  procuring  teachers, 1.20 

E.  A.  Rhodes,  care  of  lamp, 1.50 

Hamlet  Wight,  road-scraper  and  gravel-screen,       .     .     .  22.86 

State  Treasurer,  corporation  tax, 82.36 

Parker's  express, 6.00 

H.  M.  Parker,  team  to  Quincy,  H.  F.  Bullard,  ....  4.50 

Geo.  H.  Ellis,  printing  Town  Reports, 44.00 

H.  F.  Bullard,  legal  advice  from  Esq.  Dean,      ....  6.00 

N.  F.  Harding,  fence  on  town-house  lot, 20.00 

Miller  Bros.  &  Co.,  1  gem  preserver  and  express,  .     .     .  36.45 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wheeler,  damage  breaking  through  bridge,    .  5.00 

Medway  and  Walpole  taxes, 9.49 

Hamlet    Wight,    guide-post,  .40 ;    perambulating    town 

lines,  $6.00, 6.40 

C.  T.  Frost,  cleaning  well  and  repairing  town  pump,       .  5.95 

J.  W.  Legalle,  justice  fees  in  Warren  Plimpton  case,       .  1.00 

State  Treasurer,  State  tax, 840.00 

Wm.  F.  Guild,  one-half  cost  of  5  stone  bounds,    ...  5.75 

Wm.  F.  Guild,  2  stone  bounds,  Pleasant  Street,     .     .     .  1.00 

Wm.  F.  Guild,  perambulating  town  lines, 7.50 

O.  M.  Perrigo,  care  of  town  clock, 25.00 

J.  C.  Lovering,  surveying  Pleasant  Street, 11.00 

A.  B.  Parker,  returning  55  deaths, 8.25 

Isaac  Fiske,  stationery  and  postage, 8.83 

C.  C.  Sewall,  recording  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,     .  20.02 

C.  C.  Sewall,  attendance  at  Dover, 1.50 

C.  C.  Sewall,  postage  and  express, 1.25 

$1,225.11 


IO 

RECAPITULATION. 

By  cash  paid  on  Notes,       $1,975.00 

as  Interest, 439-5 1 

Support  of  Poor  at  Almshouse,  1,642.79 
Support  of   Poor  out  of  Alms- 
house,      672.98 

Town-house  expenses.     .     .     .  558.91 

Fire  Department 449-95 

Town  Officers, 537-24 

Extension  of  Pleasant  Street,  .  205.00 

Abatement  of  Taxes,       .     .     .  104.59 

Public  Library, 200.00 

Highways,      . 1,117.87 

Bridges, 48.02 

Clearing  Roads  of  Snow,     .     .  23.11 

for  Schools, 2,720.55 

Repairs  and  furnishing  Schools,  2 10.34 

Military  Aid, 282.00 

Incidental, 1,225.11 

$12,412.97 
Balance  in  Treasury, 3,526.29 

$i5>939-26 
RESOURCES. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  1,  188 1 $3,526.29 

Uncollected  Taxes  for  1879, 3!4-92 

Uncollected  Taxes  for  1880, 1,801.97 

Due  from  State  for  Military  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1881,       .     .  286.23 

$,5,929-4i 
LIABILITIES. 

Cynthia  M.  Clark,  Note, $50.00 

Catherine  Hartshorn, !75-oo 

R.  E.  Sherman, I75-°o 

Polly  Russell, 100.00 

F.  D.  Ellis, 2,000.00 

Trustees  of  School  Fund, 2,865.20 

$5>365-2° 
Resources  exceed  Liabilities, $564.21 

I  have  examined  the  above  accounts,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

P.  MATHEWSON,  Auditor. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  RAISED  BY  TAX. 

Schools, $2,400.00 

Roads  and  Bridges, 1,200.00 

Support  of  Poor, 1,200.00 

Interest  on  Debt, 400.00 

Payment  of  Debt, 1,000.00 

General  Expenses, 1,400.00 

Extension  of  Pleasant  Street, 300.00 

$7,900.00 

GUIDE-BOARDS. 

Guide-boards  have  been  repaired  where  necessary  in  all  places 
where  it  has  been  usual  to  maintain  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  B.  PARKER,  ^   Selectmen 

GEO.  W.  KINGSBURY,  t        of 
WM.  F.  GUILD,  J   Medfield. 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT, 


M.    H.  Johnson,  Collector  for  1878,   1879,  and  1880,  in  account 
with  the  Town  of  Medfield  :  — 

1878. 
Dr. 

To  uncollected  Tax,  Feb.  1,  1880, $93-79 

To  Additions  to  commitment, .     .  1^-S2 

To  Interest  collected  in  full, 90.18 

$195-49 
Cr. 

By  Taxes  paid  Treasurer  in  full,    . $105.31 

By  Interest  paid  Treasurer  in  full, 90.18 

$195-49 
1879. 
Dr. 

To  uncollected  Tax,  Feb.  1,  1880, $1,589.92 

Or. 

By  Tax  paid  Treasurer, $1,275.00 

By  Tax  yet  uncollected, 314.92 

$1,53.9.92 

1880. 

Dr. 
To  commitment  for  1880, $9,623.75 

Cr. 

By  Taxes  paid  Treasurer, $7,175.00 

By  Taxes- paid  County, 646.78 

By  uncollected  Tax, 1,801.97 

$9,623.75 

M.    H.    JOHNSON,   Collector. 
Medfield,  Feb.  1,  188 1. 

I  have  examined  the  above  accounts,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

P.  MATHEWSON,  Auditor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


We  respectfully  present  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of 
this  department :  — 

CASH  PAYMENTS  BY  OVERSEERS. 

W.  W.  Wheelock,  for  butter, 59.20 

W.  W.  Wheelock,  for  paper, 2.68 

W.  W.  Wheelock,  grinding  corn, 2.80 

W.  W.  Wheelock,  soap, 4.00 

Sundry  articles, 6.43 

Knives  and  forks, 1.25 

Dried  apples, 1.62 

Two  pair  socks  for  A.  Bailey, 1.00 

Coffee,  cheese,  and  vinegar, 1.40 

B.  F.  Flinn,  for  crackers, 3.50 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  for  grinding  corn, 2.62 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  butchering  hogs, 3.50 

H.  P.  Tabor,  for  mowing-machine  seat, 2.00 

H.  P.  Tabor,  for  plough, 14.00 

For  services  of  boar,        < 2.20 

Michael  Callahan,  for  labor, .75 

H.  F.  Bullard, .5o 

Gould  &  Co.,  for  grain, 2li-85 

Gould  &  Co.,  flour, 47*75 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal, 34.29 

Gould  &  Co.,  for  plaster, 13-€>7 

Denzil  Newell,  for  four  pigs, 16.00 

T.  L.  Barney,  for  groceries, 64.42 

Johnson  Brothers,  for  groceries, 55-24 

I.  Fiske,  for  groceries,- 142.80 

H.  F.  Bullard,  beef,  lumber,  and  freight, J9-95 

Amount  carried  forward^ $665.42 
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Amount  brought  forward, $665.42 

H.  M.  Parker,  five  cords  manure, 37-5° 

John  A.  Newell,  Jr.,  for  one  cow, 33.00 

John  A.  Newell,  Jr.,  two  back  pads, 3.00 

1  famlet  Wight,  four  bushels  barley, 3.60 

\Y.  W.  Wheelock,  salary  in  full  to  April  1,  1880,       .     .  62.50 

W.  \Y.  Wheelock,  salary  in  part  for  1880, 233.00 

Lowell  Babcock,  for  stock  and  labor, 29.50 

H.  F.  Bullard,  for  lumber  and  nails, 8.75 

James  Bunting,  for  care  of  .W.  Plympton  and  labor  on 

farm 60.00 

John  Schools,  for  field-roller, 6.00 

N.  F.  Harding,  for  screens  and  repairs, 26.79 

James  Ord,  for  two  mattresses  and  wash-board,    .     .     .  8.35 

Fiske  &  Toleman,  for  drain-pipe, 28.03 

H.  M.  Parker,  for  scythe-snath  and  drain-pipe,     .     .     .  2.25 

O.  M.  Perrigo,  for  time-piece, 2.25 

Charles  Warner,  labor,  haying, 40.50 

John  McGorey,  cement  and  labor, 1.50 

William  Ryan,  blacksmith  bill, 36.25 

E.  P.  Tilden,  five  baskets, 2.75 

H.  M.  Parker,  one-half  barrel  kerosene  oil  and  faucet,  7.08 

H.  M.  Parker,  teams  furnished  for  funerals,     ....  3.00 

Dr.  C.  M.  Fuller,  medical  attendance, 31.00 

A.  B.  Parker,  for  funeral  expenses, 74-7Q 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wheeler,  for  ice, 9.42 

Weber  Sawyer,  for  labor, 2.50 

C.  T.  Frost,  for  labor  and  stock, 8.30 

Charles  Bruce,  for  stock  and  labor,    .     '. 9.60 

H.  F.  Bullard,  for  cider  barrel, 1.75 

H.  F.  Bullard,  expenses  to  Boston  for  lumber,      ...  1.60 

The  Overseers,  for  eighteen  cranberry  barrels,      ...  8.10 

A.  E.  Mason,  for  picking  over  cranberries, 23-5° 

W.  H.  Leatherbee  &  Son,  for  lumber, 44-37 

Joseph  Breck  &  Son,  for  corn-sheller, 9.25 

D.  Hoisington,  for  tin  ware  and  repairs, 8.85 

New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  for  old  lumber,  10.00 

New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  for  freight,      .     .  4.62 

J.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  for  repairing  wagon, 18.75 

Amount  carried  forward, $1iS^7'33 
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A } mount  brought  forward, $1,567.33 

Frank  Rhodes,  for  fish  and  crackers, 18.44 

H.  F.  Bullard,  for  augur,  bitts,  and  saw 3.17 

G.  M.  Hanks,  for  groceries, 7.45 

T.  F.  Hanks,  for  drugs  and  medicines 8.81 

E.  Bullard,  for  meat, 5l-S^> 

A.  \Y.  Shumway,  for  meat, 11.14 

$1,667.90 

CASH  RECEIPTS  BY  OVERSEERS. 

Cash  in  hand  of  Overseers,  Feb.  1,  1880, Si  1.57 

Received  for  milk, 524-25 

Received  for  cranberries, 148.00 

Received  for  pork, 77.00 

Beef  cow, 30.00 

For  six  calves, 8.50 

Potatoes, 4.90 

Hens  sold, 4.72 

Cash  received  from  T.  L.  Barney 2.94 

Chopping-block, .50 

Received  of  Allen  Brothers, 1.00 

S3I3-33 

Total  payments  by  the  Overseers $1,667.90 

Due  W.  W.  Wheelock, 100.00 

$1,767.90 

Receipts  by  the  Overseers, $813.38 

Due  the  Overseers  from  John  A.  Newell,  Jr.,  ....  3*-oo 

Due  the  Overseers  from  Mrs.  Widow  Captain  Soule,     .  .75 

Gain  from  last  year's  appraisal, 270.00 

For  five  tramps, 1.00 

$1,116.13 

Cost  of  Paupers  in  Almshouse, 1.77 

PAUPERS  IN  ALMSHOUSE. 

Silas  Allen,  86  years. 
Arthur  Bailey,  26  years. 

Herbert  Kingsbury,  35  years,  11  months.     Left  the  Almshouse 
the  middle  of  January,  188 1. 


Mr.  Warren  IMympton,  84  years.     Came  to  the  Almshouse  April 
M).  1SS0;  died  Aug.  29,  1880. 

Mrs.  Warren   Plympton  came  to  the  Almshouse  in  May,   1880, 
and  left  in  July,  1880. 

Sarah  J.  Clark   came   to  the  Almshouse   June  19,   1880;  died 
Sept.  12,  1880. 

John  Heyford  came  to  the  Almshouse  Sept.  20,  1880;  died  Oct. 
10,  1880. 

Average  number  of  Paupers  at  Almshouse,  4.     Average  cost  per 
week,  53.12. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


H.  F.   BULLARD,       ^    Overseers 
G.  W.  KINGSBURY,  \       of 
A.   E.   MASON,  j  the  Poor. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Overseers,  and  find  them  correct. 

P.  MATHEWSON,  Auditor. 

COST  OF  PAUPERS  OUT  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

John  Schools,  for  watching  with  W.  Plympton.     .     .     .  $96.00 

Gould  &  Co.,  for  coal  for  W.  Plympton, 3.75 

Taunton  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  Joseph  Harding,     .     .     .  181.86 

Taunton  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  William  Clark,  ....  57-8o 

Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  board  S.  M.  Bullard,     .  173-84 

H.  F.  Bullard,  aid  furnished  J.  Heyford, I9»°5 

A.  J.  Runnels,  for  medical  attendance,  J.  Heyford,  .     .  11.00 

D.  P.  Bird,  for  groceries, ^  .  1.00 

Town  of  Walpole,  medical  attendance,  C.  A.  Kingsbury,  14-50 

H.  Wight,  for  wood  furnished  W.  Plympton,    ....  3.00 

Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Ashland,  for  Lawrence,      .     .  53. 18 

H.  F.  Bullard,  expenses  to  Ashland, 2.25 

Dr.  J.  H.  Richardson,  bill  for  W.  Plympton,    ....  15.25 

I.  Fiske,  for  goods  furnished  W.  Plympton,      ....  40.50 

$672.98 
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REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Balance  of  appropriation  in  Treasury  unexpended,  Feb.  i, 

1880, S40.52 

Cash  in  hands  of  Committee,  Feb.  1,  1880 $23.10 

Cash  Received  for  Lots  Sold, 52.00 

Cash  Received  for  Hay  Sold, 3.00 

578.10 

Paid  Joseph  Clark,  labor  mowing, $x3-65 

Paid  John  Kingsbury,  labor  cleaning, 6.15 

S19.80 

Balance  in  hands  of  Committee,  Feb.  1,  1881,     .     .     .     .      $58.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  B.  PARKER, 

GEO.  YV.  KINGSBURY. 

WM.  F.  GUILD. 
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REPORT  OF  ENGINEER. 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gents, —  I  beg  leave  to  report  our  Fire  Department  in  good  and 
effective  condition. 

The  Engine  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  are  well  officered, 
well  organized,  and  composed  of  men  ready  and  willing  to  respond 
to  every  call  of  duty. 

The  apparatus  is  all  in  good  condition  and  well  cared  for. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  invalid  corps  be  conveyed  to  and 
from  all  fires  in  hacks ;  that  they  be  furnished  with  reclining-chairs 
for  their  comfort,  and  speaking-trumpets,  that  they  may  whisper 
their  orders  ;  and  kid  gloves,  because  it  would  soil  and  blister 
their  hands  to  assist  in  a  laborious  capacity  ;  that  they  be  supplied 
with  liver  pads,  that  they  may  not  become  calloused  by  long  sitting 
in  stores  in  discussing  and  berating  the  companies  who  spend 
their  time  and  labor  to  save  their  property. 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT 

OF    THE 

TOWN  OF  MEDFIELD,  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL,  1881. 

Engineer,  F.  E.  Mason. 

MEDFIELD    FIRE   ENGINE    CO. 

Foreman,  P.  C.   Grover. 

First  Assistant,  T.  F.  Barney. 

Second  Assistant,  F.  M.   Smith. 

Steward,  E.  T.  Everett. 

Clerk  and  Treasurer,  B.  F.   Crehore. 

Number  of  members,  including  officers, 32 
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EXCELSIOR  HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY,  No.  i. 

Foreman,  E.  Bullard. 

First  Assistant,  E.  Franks. 

Second  Assistant,  W.  F.   Harding. 

Clerk,  C.   E.  Hale. 

Steward,  E.  A.  Rhodes. 

Treasurer,  Geo.  Pettis. 

Number  of  members,  including  officers, 17 

F.  E.  MASON. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  making  our  annual  report  of  this  institution,  we  are  glad  to 
inform  the  public  of  its  acceptable  condition,  that  its  patronage  is 
fully  sustained,  and  that  the  popular  taste  seems  to  demand  books 
of  a  higher  standard  than  formerly.  Yet  we  fear  our  Library  is 
not  accomplishing  all  it  might  or  ought.  It  should  be  thoroughly 
understood  that  the  Trustees  are  not  wholly  responsible  for  its 
success  or  failure,  but  that  it  depends  largely  upon  its  patrons  and 
the  public  interest  manifest.  No  one  is  debarred  from  acting  in 
any  way  that  shall  be  for  the  welfare*  of  the  Library,  and  we  shall 
gladly  welcome  any  co-operation. 

With  all  our  various  clubs  and  organizations,  why  not  a  Library 
Club  to  promote  union  of  effort  and  secure  success, —  lectures  on 
books,  how  to  read,  and  what  to  read,  etc.  ?  Why  cannot  our 
Library  be  more  intimately  connected  with  our  public  schools 
and  become  an  important  auxiliary,  the  advanced  classes  re- 
quired to  read  some  standard  work  each  term,  and  give  a  review 
of  the  same  before  the  school  ?  The  advantage  of  such  a  custom 
must  be  apparent  to  all. 

Any  one  wishing  a  book  not  already  in  the  Library  can  give  the 
title  to  the  librarian,  and  may  hope  to  find  it  on  the  shelves,  pro- 
vided it  is  a  suitable  book  for  the  place  and  funds  are  sufficient. 
No  book  is  expected  to  be  added  to  the  Library  without  being 
examined  by  a  proper  committee. 

To  meet  a  public  demand,  and  secure  the  best  interests  of  all 
concerned,  it  is  important  we  keep  our  Library  open  to  the  public 
more  hours,  and,  if  possible,  that  there  be  a  few  hours  at  least, 
once  or  twice  a  week,  when  it  is  open  as  a  reading-room.  There 
is  no  estimating  the  good  that  might  come  from  such  an  arrange- 
ment. How  are  these  demands  to  be  met?  What  it  needs  is  a 
more  generous  pecuniary  support.  Without  it,  your  Trustees  are 
powerless  to  meet  these  demands,  or  make  the  Library  what  it 
might  and  should  be. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Trustees, 

J.  H.  RICHARDSON. 
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Dr.  Isaac  Fiskb,  in  account  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  Cr. 

1880.  1880 

Feb.     1.     To  cash  on  hand $134.46    June    5.     By  cash  paid  for  binding. .         $48.10 

Sept.    1.     By  cash  paid  for  catalogues,         13.50 
Dec.     8.     By  1,000  copies  Rules  and 

Regulations 3.00 

1881.  1881. 

Jan.  31.      To  cash   received  of  Town  Jan.  By  cash  paid  Librarian 75°° 

Treasurer 200.ro  By  89  vols,  new  books  and 

pamphlets 9071 

$334,461  $230.31 
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REGISTRAR'S  REPORT. 


MARRIAGES,    BIRTHS,   AND    DEATHS    REGISTERED    IN 
MEDFIELD  DURING  THE  YEAR  1880. 

Henry  D.  Sewall  and  Ella  M.  Clark. 
Edgar  C.  Paine  and  Alice  E.  Codding. 
Harry  C.  Dunn  and  Mary  B.  A.  Wight. 
Eugene  E.  Adams  and  Cecilia  Morse. 
William  Edgar  Kingsbury  and  Isabel  F.  Whiting. 
Charles  L.  Coolidge  and  Anna  Violetta  Keith. 
George  A.  Phillips  and  Ella  M.  Codding. 
Henry  F.  Harding  and  Manuella  J.  Rogers. 
Albert  J.  Babcock  and  Emma  L.  Bruce. 

Certificates  of  intentions  of  marriage  were  issued,  at  the  dates  here  given,  to 
the  following  persons,  but  no  returns  of  their  marriage  have  been  received :  — 
Feb.       4.     Thomas  F.  Zanes  and  Hattie  D.  Allen. 
Oct.       21.     Thomas  J.  Brown  and  Anna  L.  Tobin. 

Whole  number  of  marriage  certificates  issued,  11. 

BIRTHS. 


Feb. 

4- 

March 

17- 

Aug. 

5- 

Sept. 

19. 

Oct. 

10. 

Oct. 

21. 

Oct. 

27. 

Nov. 

3- 

Nov. 

10. 

Jan. 

21 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

23 

March 

17 

March 

2S 

March  26 

April 

7 

May 

July 

11 

Aug. 

22 

Sept. 

3 

Sept. 

12 

Oct. 

23 

Dec. 

6 

Dec. 

.16 

Dec. 

28 

PARENTS. 


Ernest  Benjamin  Johnson. 

John  Hanley. 

Joseph  Michael  Tracy. 

Robert  Healy  Wright. 

John  Francis  King. 

John  Hagity. 

Amy  Sewall  Hewins. 

Lura  May  Wheeler. 

Chester  Eugene  Newell. 

Herbert  William  Ryan. 

Herbert  Lione  Dix. 

Moses  Albert  McGrory. 

Abbie  Louisa  Schools. 

Abi  Eliza  Rogers. 

Infant. 

Roy  Lothair  Mann. 


Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Euphie  Johnson. 
Patrick  J.  and  Elizabeth  K.  Hanley. 
James  M.  and  Mary  T.  Tracy. 
Robert  and  Nancy  Healy  Wright. 
John  and  Catharine  J.  King. 
Daniel  and  Catharine  C,  Hagity. 
James  and  Jennie  G.  Hewins. 
Laprelette  W.  and  M.  Carrie  Wheeler. 
Denzil  and  Sarah  Jane  Newell. 
William  and  Hughena  R.  Ryan. 
Francis  G.  and  Izetta  Dix. 
John  and  Julia  B.  McGrory. 
John  and  Eliza  R.  Schools. 
Luther  S.  and  Mary  E.  Rogers. 
John  F.  and  Idalette  C.  Hamilton. 
William  H.  and  Cassandra  F.  Mann. 


Total,  16. 
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CHILDREN    OF    PARENTS    RESIDING    IN    MEDFIELD,    BORN    ELSEWHERE. 


May 

23 

June 

26 

Sept. 

9 

Helen  Louisa  Bass. 

Helen  Maria  Hartt. 
Walter  Davis  Kingsbury. 


Arthur  C.  and  Hattie  G.  Bass, 

Springfield. 
Aaron  and  Helen  M.  Hartt,  Milford. 
Albert  D.  and  Anna  J.  Kingsbury, 

Medway. 


DEATHS. 


AGE. 

DISEASE. 

Jan. 

4 

Olive  Clark, 

89  yrs. 

5  mos.  15  days. 

Old  Age. 

Jan. 

25 

Nancy  Smith, 

92  yrs. 

10  days. 

Old  Age. 

Feb. 

6 

Obadiah  Brintnall, 

76  yrs. 

10  mos.  12  days. 

Soft'n'g  of  br'in. 

March 

4    Clarissa  Wight, 

79  yrs- 

3  mos     5  days. 

Acute  Br'chitis. 

March 

15 

Mary  E.  H.  Jackson, 

28  yrs. 

1  mo.    15  days. 

Pneumonia. 

March 

17 

Infant  of  Robert  and 

N.  H.  Wright, 

7  hrs. 

Malformation. 

March  26 

Albert  H.  Wiley, 

52  yrs. 

9  mos.  14  days. 

Peritonitis. 

April 

2 

Mary  E.  Tracy, 

4  yrs. 

6  mos.  18  days. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

April 

2 

Hannah  Hartshorn, 

85  yrs. 

9  mos.    8  days. 

Apoplexy. 

April 

19 

Ella  A.  Richards, 

23  yrs. 

11  mos.  13  days. 

Puerperal  F'v'r. 

April 

30 

Daniel  K.  Nichols, 

29  yrs. 

4  mos.  22  (Hays. 

Meningitis. 

June 

4 

Cora  W.  Watkins, 

4  yrs. 

4  days. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

June 

5 

Sena  Thayer, 

78  yrs. 

4  mos.  14  days. 

Phthisis. 

June 

13 

Eleazar  A.  Newell, 

52  yrs. 

7  mos.    1  day. 

July 

8 

Ellen  M.  Bennett, 

40  yrs. 

4  mos.  22  days. 

Consumption. 

July 

12 

Obed  Hartshorn, 

77  yrs. 

9  mos.  19  days. 

General  D'bil'y. 

July 

14 

Isaac  C.  Lane, 

74  yrs. 

3  mos.    8  days. 

General  D'bil'y. 

Aug. 

26 

Charlotte  R.  Mason, 

16  yrs. 

2  mos.  26  days. 

Consumption. 

Aug. 

26 

Frances  V.  Williams, 

40  yrs. 

8  mos.    6  days. 

Consumption. 

Aug. 

26 

Lucretia  Townsend, 

82  yrs. 

7  mos.  29  days. 

Diarrhoea. 

Aug. 

27 

Catharine  H.  Fairbanks, 

88  yrs. 

3  mos.    4  days. 

Old  Age. 

Aug. 

28 

Warren  Plvmpton, 

83  yrs. 

7  mos.  29  days. 

Epilepsy. 

Sept. 

11 

Mary  T.  Derby, 

S3  yrs. 

8  mos.    9  days. 

Choi.  Morbus. 

Sept. 

12 

Sarah  Jane  Clark, 

23  yrs. 

8  mos.  29  days. 

Epilepsy. 

Sept. 

22 

Theodore  M.  Allen, 

1  yr. 

4  mos.    5  days. 

Teething. 

Oct. 

10 

John  Hayford, 

79  yrs- 

27  days. 

Dropsy. 

Oct. 

21 

Laura  S.  Wilson, 

7  yrs. 

3  mos.  19  days. 

Bright'sDise'se. 

Nov. 

3 

Mary  C.  Cobb, 

73  yrs- 

3  mos.      

Heart  Disi 
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DEATHS.— (Continued.) 


AGE. 

DISEASE. 

Nov. 

10 

Emily  L.  Noyes, 

16  yrs.    2  mos.  11  days. 

Consumption. 

Nov. 

12 

Mary  S.  Knapp, 

84  yrs.  11  mos.  15  days. 

Pneumonia. 

Nov. 

16 

Joseph  L.  Breck, 

43  >'rs-    9  mos-     2  days. 

Meningitis. 

Nov. 

17 

Henry  P.  Bruce, 

72  yrs.    4  mos.  17  days. 

Heart  Disease. 

Nov. 

28 

Sarah  Bosworth, 

70  yrs.    6  mos.  24  days. 

Apoplexy. 

Dec. 

13 

Caroline  E.  Rhodes, 

49  yrs.    8  mos.  25  days. 

Canc'r's  Tumor. 

Total,  34. 


Over  90  years,  .... 
Between  80  and  90  years, 
Between  70  and  80  years, 
Between  50  and  60  years, 
Between  40  and  50  years, 


Between  20  and  30  years,      ....  4 

Between  10  and  20  years,  .     .     .  3 

Between  5  and  10  years, 2 

Under  5  years, 3 

CHAS.  C.  SEWALL,  Registrar. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  makes  the  following-  require- 
ment upon  us: — 

"The  School  Committee  shall  annually  make  a  detailed  report 
of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools,  which  report  shall 
contain  such  statements  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  schools 
as  the  Committee  deem  necessary  or  proper  to  promote  the  in- 
terests thereof." 

In  obedience  to  this  statute,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following  report :  — 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  town  voted  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  th,e  school  board  from  six  to  three.  This  left 
no  new  members  to  be  chosen,  as  the  terms  of  three  of  the  former 
board  were  unexpired.  While  we  missed  the  presence  and  aid  of 
those  with  whom  we  had  been  so  pleasantly  associated,  and  who 
had  rendered  long  and  efficient  service,  the  present  board  entered 
upon  the  year  with  a  somewhat  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
condition  and  needs  of  the  several  schools,  and  have  used  their 
best  judgment  and  endeavors  for  the  improvement  and  greater 
efficiency  of  the  school  work. 

TEACHERS. 

We  believe  there  is  much  truth  in  the  adage,  "As  is  the  teacher, 
so  is  the  school."  Whatever  facilities,  plans,  and  methods  are  pro- 
vided, without  efficiency  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  nothing  very 
valuable  can  be  accomplished.  Our  first  and  most  earnest  care, 
therefore,  is  to  secure  the  best  teachers  at  our  command.  There 
is  always  some  risk  in  the  employment  of  a  new  teacher.  Much 
that  enters  into  the  qualifications  that  fit  one  for  this  delicate  and 
responsible  position,  no  examination  can  discover.    The  judgment 
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and  insight  of  the  Committee  are  liable  to  be  at  fault,  even  with 
the  greatest  vigilance ;  and  written  recommendations  are  not  al- 
ways to  be  relied  on. 

How  much  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned,  then,  it  is,  when 
teachers  possessing  the  requisite  gifts  and  qualifications  have  once 
been  found,  if  we  are  able  to  secure  their  continuance  with  us. 
The  work  of  each  succeeding  term  is  rendered  more  valuable  by 
the  acquaintance  of  the  teacher  with  the  conditions  and  peculiar- 
ities of  the  pupils,  and  by  the  increasing  confidence  and  esteem 
which  they  feel  toward  an  able  and  a  considerate  teacher.  The 
bane  of  our  small  country  schools  has  long  been  the  frequent 
change  in  teachers.  A  large  portion  of  the  year  is  spent  in 
acquiring  that  familiarity  with  the  needs  of  the  school  which  is 
preparatory  to  its  intelligent  management.  Each  new  incumbent 
necessarily  ignores  something  that  had  been  nurtured  by  the 
efforts  of  a  predecessor,  and  rears  that  which  is,  in  its  turn,  to  be 
similarly  ignored  by  the  next  comer.  It  is  true  that  progress,  on 
the  whole,  is  made  ;  but  it  is  very  much  less  than  it  might  be 
without  these  drawbacks.  Economy,  in  general,  consists  not 
merely  in  the  fact  of  small  expenditures,  but  rather  in  obtaining 
an  equivalent  for  what  is  expended.  Economy  in  school  affairs 
should  induce  us  to  retain  those  teachers  who,  after  trial,  prove 
themselves  able  to  render  valuable  services. 

The  Committee  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  and 
devotion  to  their  work,  on  the  part  of  the  present  corps  of  teach- 
ers. Their  entire  loyalty,  and  the  unanimity  of  feeling  which 
exists,  greatly  enhance  all  our  efforts  for  the  advancement  of 
the  schools.  The  character  of  the  discipline  was  never  better 
than  at  present ;  and  we  feel  confident  that  the  personal  influence 
exerted  upon  the  pupils  cannot  be  otherwise  than  beneficial. 

AIDS   TO   SUCCESS. 

The  best  of  teachers,  even  with  extended  terms  of  service, 
need  to  be  aided  by  the  adoption  of  the  best  plans  of  working, 
and  by  suitable  appliances.  Though  these,  in  the  absence  of 
talent  and  energy  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  can  accomplish 
nothing,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  true  that  the  best  of  teachers  can 
do  as  good  work  without  system  and  without  proper  appliances 
as  with  them.  Every  manufacturer  knows  that  it  is  for  his  own 
advantage    to    provide    convenient   work-rooms,   and    to    put    the 
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best  tools  which  modern  skill  can  produce  into  the  hands  of 
his  employes.  No  general,  however  brave  his  soldiers,  goes  into 
battle  with  smooth-bore  muskets  in  these  days,  when  arms  of  pre- 
cision may  be  had.  And,  with  skilful  and  persistent  efforts  on  the 
part  of  teacher  sin  our  schools,  we  invite  failure  or  defeat,  if  we 
neglect  to  provide  the  necessary  aids. 

A  school-room  must  be  of  convenient  size,  well  lighted,  warmed, 
and  ventilated,  and  ready  always  at  school  time.  The  health  and 
cheerfulness  of  the  children,  their  regularity  and  punctuality  in 
attendance,  and  their  promptness  in  school  duties,  are  greatly 
influenced  by  these  conditions.  Everything  which  is  to  be  used 
in  school  work  must  be  kept  in  order,  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
time  wasted.  Things  broken,  lost,  or  destroyed,  must  be  replaced 
at  once,  that  work  may  not  be  interrupted  for  the  want  of  them. 
Carelessness  in  regard  to  these  minor  matters  soon  bears  fruit  in 
the  slipshod  character  of  the  school  work. 

Such  appliances  for  class  study  as  maps,  globes,  charts,  also 
supplementary  reading  for  the  younger  classes,  and  proper  books 
of  reference  for  those  more  advanced,  are  needed  in  order  to  the 
best  results,  and  are  now  found  in  every  well-ordered  school. 
There  must  be  also  a  few  extra  copies  of  the  regular  text-books 
at  the  teachers'  desks,  for  the  temporary  supply  of  pupils  whose 
parents,  from  pecuniary  inability  or  neglect,  fail  to  equip  their 
children  with  a  school  outfit.  Otherwise,  there  will  be  great 
annoyance  to  the  school,  and  great  loss  of  time  and  opportunity 
on  the  part  of  those  who  can  least  afford  that  loss. 

GRADING  THE  WORK. 

We  have  found  it  indispensable  to  satisfactory  results  that 
there  be  a  general  scheme  of  work  embracing  the  schools  as  a 
whole.  In  the  last  report,  we  gave  what  seems  to  us  the  only 
feasible  plan  for  the  solution  of  the  high-school  question  at  pres- 
ent, an  "  advanced  class  "  in  the  Centre  School,  to  which  pupils 
from  all  parts  of  the  town  are  to  be  admitted  on  passing  the 
requisite  examination.  It  becomes  necessary  to  fix  upon  a  stand- 
ard of  admission  to  that  class,  so  that  those  entering  it  may 
pursue  their  studies  profitably  together.  But  here  a  difficulty 
confronts  us.  No  general  plan  or  course  of  study  has  been  fol- 
lowed heretofore  in  the  teaching  of  the  lower  classes  ;  and  it  is 
found  that,  the  instruction  having  been   left  to  the   judgment  of 
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the  several  teachers,  very  unequal  results  have  been  attained. 
While  in  one  school,  for  instance,  arithmetic  and  grammar  have 
received  the  principal  share  of  attention,  in  another  geography 
and  spelling  may  have  been  the  favorite  studies;  so  that  pupils 
may  be  found  well  advanced  in  those  studies  which  were  the  spe- 
cialties in  the  school  from  which  they  came,  while  very  low  in 
others.  This  condition  of  things  necessarily  proves  a  great  hin- 
drance to  the  advanced  class. 

To  obviate  this  difficulty  and  to  prevent  neglect  of  any  impor- 
tant branch  of  study  in  the  lower  classes,  the  Committee,  during 
the  summer  vacation,  set  about  preparing  a  general  plan  of  studies 
for  all  the  schools.  This  was  not  so  easy  an  undertaking  as  might 
at  first  appear.  To  decide  what  studies  to  include  in  a  practicable 
scheme,  when  to  introduce  them,  how  far  to  continue  them,  and 
how  much  the  average  class  might  reasonably  be  expected  to 
traverse  in  a  year,  required  careful  thought  and  comparison  of 
courses  of  study  adopted  by  cities  and  towns  where  the  subject 
has  received  close  attention. 

It  was  evident  that  much  of  what  is  found  in  printed  courses  of 
study  is  not  adapted  to  the  conditions  and  wants  of  our  schools. 
It  was  equally  evident  that  whatever  plan  we  might  devise  must  be 
made  quite  elastic  at  first,  so  as  to  be  applied  somewhat  gradually. 
In  cases  where  any  branch  of  study  has  been  much  behind  what  it 
ought  to  be,  it  is  plain  that  we  cannot  expect  to  bring  it  fully  up  in 
a  single  year.  But  we  were  satisfied  that  we  ought  not  to  delay 
any  longer  making  an  attempt  to  systematize  the  teaching. 

A  starting-point  was  made  by  dividing  the  instruction  below  the 
advanced  class  into  eight  grades,  corresponding  with  the  eight  years 
from  five  to  thirteen ;  pupils  to  pass  from  one  grade  to  the  next,  as 
they,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  and  teachers,  by  exam- 
ination and  otherwise,  should  be  found  prepared  to  do  so.  Of 
course,  whatever  work  might  be  laid  out  for  each  grade,  an  occa- 
sional pupil  will  be  found  who  is  able  to  stretch  forward,  skip  a 
grade,  and  so  take  his  examination  for  the  advanced  class  earlier. 
And  the  opposite  will  doubtless  sometimes  occur.  But,  on  the 
average,  perhaps  eight  years  is  about  the  proper  time  to  spend  in 
school  before  entering  upon  the  work  suitable  to  the  advanced 
class.  In  cities  generally,  a  course  of  nine  years  is  laid  out  prior 
to  the  high  school. 

In  forming  this  plan,  the  three  fundamentals,  reading  (includ- 
ing spelling),  writing,  and  arithmetic,  claimed  the  first  attention. 
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These  are  the  things  which  are  first,  last,  and  all  the  way  through. 
Language  comes  in  early,  with  correct  forms  of  speech,  making  of 
sentences,  oral  and  written,  advancing  to  grammar  ;  though  tech- 
nical grammar  is  not  contemplated  at  as  early  an  age  as  has  some- 
times been  advised.  Provision  is  made  in  the  younger  classes  for 
incidental  instruction  upon  various  subjects  of  importance  to  them, 
by  way  of  conversations  or  object  lessons.  Geography  is  com- 
menced in  the  fourth  and  United  States  History  in  the  seventh 
year. 

The  course  which  has  been  prepared  is  not  considered  as  a 
finality,  and  is  subject  to  such  changes  as  the  experience  of  the 
year  may  suggest.  It  was  put  into  the  schools  on  the  first  of 
September,  and  very  soon  showed  its  usefulness  in  pointing  out  to 
the  several  teachers  those  branches  that  needed  to  be  emphasized 
in  their  instruction. 

That  part  of  the  year's  work  which  was  taken  up  during  the  fall 
term  was  tested  in  November  by  a  written  examination  in  all  the 
branches,  the  questions  being  prepared  by  the  Committee.  This 
examination  embraced  all  the  classes  above  the  third-year  grade, 
including  the  advanced  class.  Though  written  examination  was 
something  new  to  the  younger  pupils,  they  acquitted  themselves 
quite  creditably ;  and  the  results  in  the  higher  classes  were,  for  the 
most  part,  satisfactory.  This  examination  was  also  useful  to  the 
teachers  in  deciding  the  comparative  standing  of  their  pupils, 
and  enabling  them  to  strengthen  the  weak  places  in  subsequent 
teaching. 

In  the  North  and  South  Schools,  it  is  not  practicable  or  desir- 
able to  maintain  the  eight  grades  :  indeed,  the  case  would  never 
occur,  probably,  when  representatives  of  all  these  grades  would  be 
found  in  either  of  them. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee  in  preparing  and  applying 
this  course  of  study  that  it  shall  be  made  helpful  to  the  interests 
of  the  schools  in  the  ways  indicated  above,  and  that  it  shall  not 
prove  to  be  repressive  to  any  or  take  away  the  individuality  and 
freedom  of  the  teacher  within  reasonable  limits.  It  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and,  with 
a  modification  or  two  suggested  by  him,  approved. 

THE  HIGHEST  AIMS. 

The  best  and  highest  part  of  the  true  teacher's  work  does  not 
consist  in  merely  imparting  the  elements  of  an  intellectual  educa- 
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tion.  Character  in  the  teacher  impresses  itself  upon  the  pupil, 
and  is  as  essential  a  part  of  the  teacher's  qualifications  as  scholar- 
ship. In  its  absence,  a  school  may  be  well  instructed  and  orderly, 
while  yet  the  pupils  take  on  ill-natured,  uncharitable,  untruthful 
ways. 

The  training  of  young  persons  should  have  as  its  constant  aim 
the  development  of  good  citizens.  To  this  end,  a  wise  discipline 
must  be  preserved,  punctuality  and  regularity  be  encouraged,  and 
pupils  led  to  suppress  self-will  and  inclination.  "  Self-control  is 
the  basis  of  all  moral  virtues."  We  often  hear  that  "knowledge  is 
power  " ;  but,  if  it  only  serves  to  make  shrewder  rascals,  it  does 
not  increase  the  number  of  good  citizens.  This  does  not  form  an 
argument  for  less  education,  but  for  education  of  a  more  compre- 
hensive character,  —  something  beyond  the  mere  imparting  of 
information.  And  very  much  of  this  higher  training  comes  through 
the  daily  intercourse  of  children  with  a  generous,  upright,  and 
noble-minded  teacher. 

The  impressions  made  in  early  childhood  are  among  the  latest 
to  fade  from  recollection,  and  are  rightly  held  to  be  important  on 
this  account ;  but  the  period  of  life  between  the  ages  of  ten  and 
eighteen  full  as  surely  gives  character  to  the  vigorous  activities  of 
manhood  and  womanhood,  and  the  current  of  life  then  takes  a 
direction  which  determines  whether  it  is  to  flow  in  the  channels  of 
honor  and  integrity  or  swell  the  tide  of  corruption  and  criminal- 
ity. During  these  years,  no  degree  of  care  and  solicitude  on  the 
part  of  parents  and  teachers  can  be  too  great. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  winter  term  in  the  Centre  Primary  and  South  Schools  has 
been  seriously  interrupted  by  the  prevalence  of  disease  among  the 
children.  The  other  schools  have  also  suffered  in  some  degree 
from  the  same  cause  ;  but  we  have  been  spared  the  mortality  that 
has  visited  other  towns  in  the  vicinity.  Aside  from  these  interrup- 
tions, the  attendance  has  been  generally  good.  We,  however, 
urge  upon  parents  the  importance  of  effort  to  see  that  their  chil- 
dren are  present  every  day,  in  order  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  which 
the  schools  are  capable  of  affording. 

TEXT-BOOKS. 

A  few  changes  in  text-books  have  been  made  during  the  year, 
and  those   in  m  the   direction  of  the  principal   studies,  and  with  a 
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desire  for  a  smaller  number  of  books  in  the  series.  It  has  been 
thought  advisable  to  expend  a  small  sum  for  supplementary  read- 
ing for  the  middle  and  lower  classes ;  but  this  is  made  the  prop- 
erty of  the  school  department,  the  books  to  be  interchanged  and 
used  in  succeeding  years. 

Of  all  the  regular  text-books,  an  occasional  change  in  the  geog- 
raphies is  the  most  imperative.  The  progress  of  discovery  and 
political  changes  necessitate  a  change  in  the  map.  The  taking 
of  a  new  census  in  our  own  country  induces  publishers  at  this  time 
to  issue  new  editions.  In  order  to  uniformity  of  books  in  the 
classes,  some  change  is  unavoidable  ;  and  we  find  that  it  can  be 
made  quite  as  economically  by  adopting  a  new  series.  The  Com- 
mittee have  decided  to  adopt,  therefore,  the  excellent  work  just 
published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  No  farther  changes  of  text- 
books, it  is  thought,  will  be  needed  at  present. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

No  great  outlay  upon  the  school-buildings  has  been  made  during 
the"  year :  only  such  minor  repairs  have  been  attended  to  as  are 
necessary  for  the  comfort  and  success  of  the  schools.  All  are 
well  accommodated  at  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  Primary 
and  Intermediate  Schools  at  the  Centre,  to  which  we  called  the 
attention  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  last  report.  The  plan  of 
making  two  rooms  out  of  one,  by  a  partition  through  the  centre, 
was  never  satisfactory,  and  should  have  been  but  a  temporary 
arrangement ;  and  yet  the  Committee  cannot  do  otherwise  than 
allow  it  to  remain  while  there  are  upwards  of  eighty  pupils  to  be 
provided  for  there.  We  again  ask  the  attention  of  the  town  to 
this  subject  at  an  early  day,  and  that  some  additional  accommoda- 
tions may  be  provided. 

CENTRE  PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

This  division  is  under  the  management  of  the  same  teacher  who 
has  been  so  successful  in  it  during  several  preceding  terms.  The 
pupils  are  here  early  brought  into  those  diligent  and  orderly  habits 
which  form  the  best  foundation  for  progress  in  subsequent  years. 
The  results  witnessed  in  the  examination  at  the  close  of  the  year 
were  most  gratifying  to  the  large  number  of  parents  and  friends 
who  gathered  on  that  occasion. 

Under  the  new  arrangement,  the  school  embraces  three  classes, 
those  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  year  grades. 
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CENTRE  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL. 

During  the  spring  term,  Miss  Woods,  who  had  so  long  and  faith- 
fully served  us  in  this  school,  failed  in  health,  and  was  absolutely 
compelled  to  close  her  connection  with  it. 

Miss  Lizzie  D.  Richards  was  engaged  to  finish  the  term,  which 
only  lacked  a  few  weeks  of  completion.  The  position,  though  a 
somewhat  difficult  one,  was  filled  so  successfully  that  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  desired  her  to  continue  in  charge  of  the 
school ;  and  she  was  elected  for  the  present  year. 

This  division  includes  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  year  grades. 

UPPER   SCHOOL. 

In  this,  as  in  the  primary  department,  we  reap  the  advantages 
to  be  gained  in  the  re-employment  of  a  teacher  whose  ability  had 
been  tried  and  proved. 

The  spring  term,  though  closing  with  diminished  numbers,  as 
has  been,  unfortunately,  the  custom  in  this  school,  verified  the 
promise  of  a  successful  year's  work ;  and  the  examination  showed 
commendable  progress. 

The  fall  term  opened  with  an  increased  attendance.  A  number 
of  pupils  from  the  North  and  South  Schools  were  admitted  to  the 
advanced  class.  A  class  was  promoted  from  the  room  below ;  and 
several,  who  had  left  school  in  the  spring,  were  induced  to  return. 
The  work  so  well  begun  last  year  by  Mr.  Bentley  has  been  prose- 
cuted with  augmented  success  by  means  of  the  more  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  pupils,  which 
time  alone  could  enable  him  to  form.  His  efforts  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  school  have  been  untiring,  and  the  results  are 
manifest,  not  only  in  the  progress  made,  but  in  an  improved  feel- 
ing of  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  a  more  hearty  acqui- 
escence in  wholesome  requirements,  and  in  a  proper  diligence 
and  scholarly  behavior. 

Beside  the  advanced  class,  this  school  embraces  the  seventh 
and  eighth  year  grades  of  pupils  residing  nearest  the  centre  of 
the  town. 

NORTH    SCHOOL. 

Dr.  Burns  closed  his  connection  with  the  North  School  at  the 
end  of  the  spring  term,  much  to  the  regret  of  parents  and  friends. 
His  experience  and  maturity  of  mind  enabled  him  to  give  very 
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valuable  instruction  to  those  under  his  charge,  and  he  exerted  a 
marked  influence  upon  the  character  of  the  school. 

For  the  fall  term,  the  Committee  engaged  Mr.  F.  B.  Hall  as 
teacher.  He,  however,  left  our  employ  at  the  end  of  eight  weeks, 
and  entered  other  business.  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Bowers,  an  expe- 
rienced teacher,  was  then  employed,  and  entered  at  once  upon 
her  work.  Her  success  has  been  entirely  satisfactory,  and  leads 
us  to  hope  for  excellent  returns  from  the  year's  labors.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  school  is  now  in  a  better  condition  for  effective 
work  than  for  a  long  time  past. 

This  school  includes  pupils  of  the  first,  second,  fourth,  and 
seventh  year  grades. 

SOUTH    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Sylvester,  who  taught  the  South  School  with  a  good  degree 
of  success  last  year,  left  us  in  June ;  and  Mr.  Samuel  N.  Bentley, 
a  recent  graduate  of  Acadia  College,  was  engaged  to  commence 
the  fall  term.  The  best  of  feeling  appears  to  exist  between 
teacher  and  pupils,  and  the  Committee  have  reason  to  anticipate 
very  profitable  results  from  his  teaching.  The  written  exami- 
nation at  the  end  of  the  fall  term  showed  exceptionally  good  work. 

This  school  includes  pupils  of  the  first,  second,  third,  fifth,  and 
seventh  year  grades. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Committee  desire  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  in  regard  to  the  sums  expended  for  the  purposes  of  edu- 
cation, believing  that  they  are  disposed  to  afford  a  generous  sup- 
port to  this  important  interest.  Our  aim  has  been  to  expend  not 
a  dollar  more  than,  in  our  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  schools 
actually  require. 

To  place  the  financial  affairs  of  'this  department  upon  an  ample 
basis,  we  ask,  as  an  appropriation,  the  same  sum  as  appropriated 
last  year, —  $2,400. 

TRUANCY. 

In  accordance  with  Articles  2  and  3  of  the  truant  laws  adopted 
by  the  town  as  required  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth, 
truant  officers  have  been  appointed  ;  and  the  school  at  Lowell  has 
been  designated  as  the  place  where  those  found  guilty  of  truancy 
are  to  be  committed  for  confinement,  instruction,  and  discipline. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  for  Three  Terms. 
Affie   Hanks,   Cassie   Sullivan,   Ensign   Baker,    Florence   Pettis, 
Mamie  Babcock. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  for  Two  Terms. 
Willie  Morse,  Mary  Meany,  Lena  Allen,  Allie  Clark,  Orra  Guild, 
Delano  Hamant,  George  Bullard,  Vettie  Allen,  Fred.  Dix,  Alex. 
Daniels,  Annie  Guild,  May  Hamant,  Waldo  Kingsbury. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  for  One  Term. 
Willie  Gilbert,  Harry  Franks,  Eddie  Franks,  Cora  Crosby, 
Marion  Leeds,  Ellen  Meany,  Annie  Morrill,  Mary  Sweet,  Fannie 
O'Connor,  Alice  M.  Wight,  Fannie  Gilley,  Bertha  O'Connor,  Katie 
Whittemore,  Warren  Newell,  Jack  Gardner,  Alice  Mann,  Tillie 
Weiker,  Mary  Briggs,  Lizzie  Cromwell,  Minnie  Crosby,  Agnes 
Crane,  Bertie  Codding,  Minnie  Grover,  Ada  Weiker,  Eddie  Abell, 
Jerry  Meany,  Fred  Morrill,  Edwin  Morrill,  Henry  Marshall,  Fred 
Wood,  Willis  Morrill,  Ernest  Newell,  Abbie  Strang,  William  Gil- 
bert, George  Babcock,  Arthur  Guild,  Samuel  Guild,  Carrie  Gilmore. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  HALE, 
W.  S.  TILDEN, 
W.  F.  GUILD, 


